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# This is a preliminary report summarising the avsilable nonitorod foreign radic
reactions to the Voice of America’ during the year from 1 May 1947 to 1 Eay 1948;
the materiel was taken from monitored broadcasts published in the FBIB DAILY
REPORTS. At a later date, an attempt will be made to oompare the foreign radio
reactions with the material actually broadcast by the Voice of America.

#% Bost of the available monitored reactions consists of hostile comment from the
Nosocow radioc and from redios in the Soviet satellite sphere of Eurcpe.
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1. INTRODUGTION

cPYRGHT ~ CPYRGHT

"Throughout many years, the German radioc in Gosbbels' hends was & wespon
to disrupt the German people, a source of misinformetion end calunnies,

" the hereld of war, murder, and an inhumen racial theory. In order to
hear this old, well-kmown stuff again, slightly trimmed to the democratic
theme, one only needs to tune in to, say, the vevelength of New York.

nFrom that station, we hesr instructive tulke on the need to set up
Americen world lesdership, on imperislist plans for the establichment of
stretegic positions in the iiddle end Neer Esst, and hypocriticel calls
for & crusade against Communism, Socialiesm, and the trade unions—in fact,
: movans g elous ventions about the
(Moscow,

h more the game vein,"

FREQUENCY OF SOVIET AND SATELLITE ATTAGK

Over the past year, available monitored foreign radio com:neqt on the Volce oi‘
America has been limited almost exclusively to condemna_tory statemente emsnating from
ho_scow end its satellite transmitters.i/ Attacks in monitored broadcasts from satellite
transmitters have been approximetely one-half as frequent as 'those eppearing in brosd-
casts from the Soviet redio;zl during the period May through December 1947, the Soviet
radio attacked the Voice of america on the average of someﬁhat less than once a veek;
end since December 1947, the fi'equemcy of these attacks from Moscow hss reached the
average of at lecst one a week.ﬁ/ - But, compared to the totsl broadcast output of Roscow
and/or its satellites, thic cannot be considered snything like a fully mounted overt

war-of-worde campaign against the American radio.

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE-~TO DISCREDIT THE VOICE OF AMERICA

The primary objective of Soviet end satellitg comments on the Voice of america is
to discredit the oredibility, objectivity, ihonesty, t;-ustworthiness,' end generel
- morality of the latter es complétely es possible. This objective eppesrs as a single
‘common element underlying ell refercnces to the Voice of America, in whntever'context.
In addition to explicit assertion and direct refutation of the identified "lies,"
mgalumnies," "slanders," snd the like, emanating from the Voice of America, so:cow

resorts to a name-calling type of "propagande enslysis"--attempting thereby to stigmatize

1/ As & result of which, this report becomes, irt effect, a survey of Soviet and satellite
propagande relative to Voice of America broadcasts; and on this subject, there is little
to distinguish between Moscow's radio propagende and that of the setellites.

2/ Relative to the much smaller total number of sveilable broadcaste from the sztellites,
however, the sttacks are proportionately more frequent in them thean in the broudeasts
from itoscow. ‘

3/ Including broadecasts which exclusively, partially, or only incidentelly atteck the
Voice of america. )
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the foiu of Americe with éeneralized charges that it oonsist.entiy ignores and omits
significant facts, thet it attempts to divert attention from unsavory aspects of the
saericen scene and of American policy, that it beeme different and contradictory reports
to different audiences, that its vaunted objectivity is spurious, that in selecting only
biased press opinions and articles fér quotation it stacks the cerds in iﬁa own favor,'
thet its avowed support of democracy is only verbsl and hypocriticel, that it uses
demagogic anti-—Communist appeals like those of Goebbels.

CONTENT OF SOVIET aND SaTELLITE ERDADCASTS
In terme of the substantive content of the attscke, Soviet end satellite éom:r.enfs
on the Voice of America do not differ significantly—except in emphasis-~from the
genercl pattern of their total redio output. Derogation of the Voige of smerice 1is
repeatedly used es e sort of pég on which to hang reiteration of ever:present themee.
A8 to the differences in emphasis, defined in terms of relative volume of broadcsst
attention, there have been three primary subject-matter areas with reference bo' the Voice
of Anerica around which Soviet and satellite broadcusts have centered. Briefly
spelled out, there has been:
{8) A strong concentration on the sstellite erea, the chief aingle theme being thst
the Voice of America is lying when it claims that there is & leck qf freedom or

democracy in the "nex democracigs®™ of esstern Europe,

(b) an insistence.that Voice of Americe maliciously blundered in predicting en
economioc crisis in the Soviet Union at the time of the currency refqrm.

(o) An insistence thet the Voice of Americe is lying when it cleime thet america

is demoorstic, that the comnon people in the U.S. are either free or prosperour.
UISTRIBUTION OF SOVLET AND SATELLITE BROADCASTS '

The distribution of monitored Soviet broadeasts countering end maligning the Voirce
of america suggests - = a special effort to discredit Voice of America broadeestis to'
and about the Soviet _satémtea; & heavy plurality of Soviet broadcaets attacking the
Yoioe of america has been Beamed to the "new democracies” of esstern turope, the chiel
- theme being that mentioned in para'graph (a) above. (Lquivalent setellite brosdcasts

are beamed clmost entirely to satellite sudiences &nd concentrate on the same theme.)

The next most frequent recipient of Soviet broadcasts derogating the Voice of
Americe is North America—suggesting @ secondary effort to discredit the Voice of aAmevics
in the‘eyes of the americen "taxpayers" who foot the bi\ll end who, a8 one broadecast suyw,
.mld be "enraged® if they reslized the sort of rosy picture of Americsn lii‘g that is

being painted for the benefit of gullible kuropean listeners.
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On the other hand, Soviet Home Service broadcast referemces %o the Voice of Anerice
ai-o few and far between. (Even Ehrenburg's slashing attack, printed in CULTURE Agl) LIFE
shortly after the initiation of Russian-language Voice of America broadcasts, did not
appear in monitored broadcasts of the Soviet Home Service (or on any beam, for that
matter); and Ehrenburg's reply to Daviq Lawrence!s subsequent "Open Lette-r to a Russian
Journalist® was broadcast only in English to North Amer:lca.) Soviet Home Service brosi--
caste that have explicitly attacked the Volce of America have included & defense of the
Soviet currency reform against the "slenders" from the Voice of America, » defence of the
French Commmists, a denial that Greece is threatened by its northern neighbors, a remind: v
thet there are "three million unemployed® in the United States, and a long enecdote (de-
picting police brutelity against strikes in the U.S.) used to imply that Voice of aAmeric:
cleims sbout freedom and democracy in the U.S. are sheer hypocrisy.

- LISTENING BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN

neit;hér the Sovliet nor the satellite redios venture often into coneideration of private
listening to the Voice of america on their side of th.e Iron Curtein, bﬁt there have bee:
occaeional references to the subject. ¥While they avoid explic:l.t‘attention to the
amount of listening, these references are so framed as to give the imprgssion that thers
is as much freedom to listen to Voice of America progz;ams ag to eny other--except, cf
course, that the listeners! reaction to the sllegedly transparent Voice of Americe "slencsrs®
end Mistortions" 1s sponteneous and widespread indignetion. For exemple, & Soviet Home
Service broedcast of .25 December 1947 referred to the "lying broadcasts" which have "more
than once evoked the indimatién of the workers of our country.” 4 Hungarian-language
Moscow broadeast of 19 March 1948 spesks of an "official Hungarian reply to the slarders
of the Voice of Americe," a reply which is said to have been "received with great sebic-
faction both in Hungary and sbroad®——the implication appearing to be that meny persons
had listened to the "slanders" and were gled t‘o have them enswered. And, gi‘.ving the
impression that Soviet listening to Voice of Ameriea broadcasts is teken for granted
as a perfectly natural type of behavior, an Lnglisl&-language broadcast to North Anerize
(26 sy 1947) consists of a "letter" from a Soviet redio listener who beginb his corrau-
pondence with the éentence: "Last Thursday when 1 tuned in to the Voice of America, I

learned of the escquittal of the 1yrichers of en Americen Negro."

In any event, one thing is clear: the Soviet and sstellite radios do not claim

that the emount of listening is negligible. There is also no suggestion of any effort
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to discourage listening to non-Soviet rudios. and at lesst one monitored comaentary,
from the Soviet-controlled Berlin radio, points with pride to complete freedom to

listen. The commentator, uichael Storm, hed just been to V.ersew, and his vieit

coincided sith|"the BEC report that listening to foreign radio stetione hid been

banned in Poland. Everybody Versaw leughed becsuse they knew thie to be untrue.

AS & natter of [fect, the paper even publish in Polish the progrem previeus for the

BBC and the Voice of Americe.%| (Berlin, in German, 22 April 1948)

CPYRGHT CPYRGHT
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I11. GENE " " ATT SCO¥ AND SaT 3 HE VOICE OF ALERICA

Among the "general lies" attributed to the Voice of America, liogcow focusses primerily
upon three: the clsim that the Soviet satellites are not demooratic; the predictions
of a Soviet economic orisis in December; and the claim that Americe is & good plece
in waich to live.

A. THE "NE\. DEMOCRACIES" ARE NOT UNDEMOGRATIC

The ohief single theme, in &ll of the aveilable monitored Soviet broedcast materisl
1elated to the Voice of america, is that the Americen redio is lying vhen it claims thet
there is a lack of freedom snd democracy in "the nev democracles of eastern snd south-
eastern Europe." References to the Voice of imerica in comuente on this erez (both by
Boecov: end by the radio stations in the satellites themselves) are fer more frequent,
relatively, than in comments on any other part of the world; and in these references

by far the most frequent theme is that, contrary to Voice of america broadcaste, democreey
does exist in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and the other countries of the Soviet orbit.

in large part, the method by which Moscow attempts to diacredi£ the Voice of Americe
coneiste of simple name-celling; it is accused of lying, slender, calumny, tgpreading
unrest,” and trying to "renew the supremacy" of western monopolists in eastern Europe.

For example: | CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

] 1 spate of slander upon the thﬁes |
populsr demccracy.”| (Moscow, in Hungarien, 12 arch 194 CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

in Hungarian, 19 March 1948)

In this connection an obvious attempt ies made to play upon the nationai pride of the
countries involved, with aseertions that these countries themeelves-—and not.merely their
Soviet-supported parties and regimes--are being "slenderedn:

CPYRGHT
"Broadcasting in 1taliaen, it (the Voice of America) culumniates the French, znd |

vice versaj end in all langusges it calumniates the new democratic natione."
(Moscov, in French, 25 December 1947)
‘ CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

ll_ﬂf_q_r_u\Lget few days the broadcésting station 'Voice of the Dollar’ hes in-|
cessantly insulted Rumania." | (Bucharest, in Rumenlen, © VWovember 1947)

There are also some replieé to general stutements about the satellites, such ss the Btete
ment that they form a "bloc": CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

"The other day the Voice of americe presented things es if the agreements recently
sanc ded be asn he enstern Furopesn ountries proved nothing more or less than
(moscow, in Hungarian, 30 November 1947
reeson is given for believing tnat they ere not a "bloc"; ioccow simply redefines
the situation in terms of voluntary cooperation between countries which ere no
longer plagued by "the enmity and strife encouraged for centuries from ebroad."}

In the main, however, the Soviet replies to the Voice of Americe are set in the context
of & specific satellite nation, and include familiar arguments {though seldom descending
to very specific facts) on particular aspects of "freedon" or vdemocracy." 1t is claimed,
for instance, that opposition parties do exist, that the Communists are not in complete
control (since coslition governments are in power), that the governments ere supported

by majorities, that private property is permitted, &and that the statements of Nagy and
other "traitors" are utterly untrustworthy.

1. Hungery: Moscow is purticularly vociferous in defending the new Hungarisn "democreoy™
against "falsehoods" emaneting from the Voice of america. As far back as 15 May 1947, it
sttacked "distortions" of the Bungarian picture by criticizing a broasdeest article by
George Fielding Eliot. With approving references to the then Premier, Ferenc Nagy, itoscow
argued that Ellot slandered the recent Soviet-Hungarian commercial sgreement, end that he
was totally wrong in asserting that the Soviet zone of austris formed part of an "iron
curtain” around Hungery.
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"kith no quelms at ell, the writer goes on to.claim that the Soviet-Hungarian
copmercial sgreement contains bardly any berefits for Hungary and, in his view, even
destroys the country's economic independence. Fe would like to suggest that Eliot
should become familiar with, eay, Premier Ferenc Nagy's recent speech, the more so
&8 the latter might be even conversant with the results of the Soviet-Hungarian
commercisl agreement. ... Unfortunately, George Eliot prefers to ignore faects.
Guite seriously he makes the point that in view of the existence of the Soviet zone
of Austrie, separating Hungary from the Viest, the latter country is in no position
10 establish contact with the western world. It is difficult to understand that the
road which links Hungery with the west should cross Austria--of all countries. Ve
are aware that Hungary, without meking use of George Eliot's prescription, has by
ROk SRR DLLENEY Brononl oLy ong with £ pundel] of Weatem and nor’them co}mtriei;’
including the United States.”| (Moscow, in Hungarian, 15 May 1947)

The picture had chenged somewhat when Moscow next attacked the Voice of America for

agein "distorting the Hungariem truth.* By then, Ferenc Nagy wes no longer the country's
Premier, whom it vas useful to quote, but had turned into a "traitor” end e ndis-

credited politician® who, by broadcasting from New York, served the cause of the enemies

of Hungarisn democracy——that is, the "Well Street monopolists.® On 22 August 1947, loscow .

sald: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

nIn their campaign ageinst Bungary, influential American circles are now using = nexn
whose consoience is burdened with many crimes. This man is Ferenc Negy who, after
fleeing in a cowerdly wey to the U.S., has now become a flunkey of American reaction
and the leading expert of these reactionaries in their machinations against Hungarien
independence. He hszs now reached a stage where he takes an open stand under the
auspices of the Voice of America. ... '

"The task of the American impresario, however, vwas not an easy one in teking under his
wings this discredited and fake politician whose game is pleyed out in Hungerian
: Piye—d : EE his »enagede  who gxohanged the voice of the

Hungerian man for _E- er _> e to failure.” (koscow, in Hungavian,
22 august 1947) .

It is argued that Hungary is not gm*errkd nexclusively" by the Communist Perty, end that
an absolute majority of 76 percent supports the "democratic coalition®: CPYRGHT

nIt is not thé first time that the New York radio advences the senseless argument
that Hungary is being governed exclusively by the Communist Party. 1t pretends to
ignore the fect that Hungary is governed by a coslition composed of four democratic
parties. ... How long will the New York radio deny that the Hungarian Government
enjoys the support of the sbsolute mejority of the people? The New York radio
refuses to accept facte, such &g, for instance, that the democratic coalition in
Parliament counts 70 percer VOtEE, ey many important draft bills wers
ed_eve (Moscow, in Hungerien, 13

RCEN ROTOVYEed evan o

Japuary 148)

| . CPYRGHT
There is also freedom of the press: . CPYRGHT CPYRGHT
n i s of the opposition... have & wd ‘ '
end are sold freely and publicly." | (in Hungerisn, 12 March 19 CPYRGHT

"Everybody welking along the sireets of Budapest may see with his own eyes Lhatl

the American allegations (attributed to a Voice of America broadcast on 7 March)

do not correspond with the truth. ... The official Hungerian communique of

pefutetion—tsiillmpajactstha Al an allegation the e HUNGARIAN TELEGRAPE
on (MT1, Hungarien Press Eervice, in French

9 March 1948) CPYRGHT

ENGY < Nnge]l omminls

ellschreiber to Eurpe,

Later the same day, the Hungarian Home Service added that Volce of America had claimed
that Communist control extended also to films. "But on the very day this stetement was
made, even Communist-owned cinemas were showing American films.® Finelly, the Voice
of Americe is said to have alleged thet proceedings had been started in Hungary

against lawyers who had only done their duty in political trials by defending the
accused. "This statement is simply untrue.m :

as for Peyer, he »as simply & "spy," end the Volce of America was &ssertedly hard put
to it to defend his contact with the U.S. diplomatic mission: )
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"Four days ago, a oourt in Budapest began to try a spy orgenization headed by
Peyer, who himself has fled from Hungary. The criminals conspired to overthrow
the demooratic Republic of Hungary. ... -

®"aAcross the ocean, Peyer's exposure hes created obvious embarrussment. The Voice
of Aserioca has been irying to find some streamlined formula to gqualify the be-
havior of the U.5, officiel representatives in Budepest, but hes cleerly feiled in
this, Having confirmed that Peyer's conspirators were in contect with the U.£.
1Yo [ BUAEDSE e _vest]Volce of americe could think of wes Tei
@doscow, in English to the United

1948 CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

I PLOEL VI H1EE10n

Kingdom, 8 February
2. 6. s The new "popular democratic regimé® is defended, and the treatment
of Ti end others is comparable to the treatment of Nagy end Peyer:

"The Anglo-American radio and press continue their hateful propeganda ageinst
Czechoslovekia's popular democratic regime. ... It 1s characteristic thet tlese
obvious lies are not broadcest in transmissions directed to Czechoslovekis, where
everybody cen immediately verify them. ... i

"There is no doubt that  after the flight abroad of such fescists as Tigrid end other|
leading men of the National Socielist, Democratic, end People's Parties, the
mendacious propaganda of the anglo-Americen radic snd press will incresse, becsuse
these reactlonery lackeys of snglo-Americen imperialism were very active in this
respect even when they still lived in Czechoslovekia. Howeover, their barking will
be of no aveil. The recent events heve unveiled all their treacherous activities
—which—proved—¢hat they did not hesitate to he B : :

imperialien.”| (Moscow, in Czech, 8 herch 1948)

on 9 _Angclo--Ane I

CPYRGHT
3. Bulgaria: The existence of democracy in Bulgaria is insisted upon, with similsr

argunents. The mere axistence of Toppoeition" partiec is sgein tremted as e sufficient
enever to Americen "libel" and "protection" of private property is zeserted.

"In their helpless rege, the enemles of Bulgarie spread celumnies sbout the ecouniry.
Perticular dexterity in libeling Bulgeris is displayed by the Voice of Americe. 1t
is encugh to recall the transmitter's lies about the Fatherlend Front Congress. It
vag asserted, for instance, that the new Fatherlend Front progrem provides for the
liguidation of all parties, except the Commmist Party. The entire Bulgarien
people know that this is an impudent lie, since the politicel parties are not belig
liguidated. The Voice of Americes slso seid that the program vill abolish private
property. This, too, 1a a lie, for private property is rrotected by the Bulgerian
Constitution.

"The so-ocalled democrats from overseas advise the Bulgarien people to return to ths
monarchist constitution, which ensbled the Germans to gain control of Bulpgerie.
Haybe the Voice of america is so angry with the new constitution precisely because

gs to the Bulgs 2N people hus ke
(oscow, in Rumenisn, 6 February 194%)

mer:

the rule of foreign

¢ ULl = B 1 Delo]

capital over Bulgaria."

4. Qthers: Poland, too, is pictured as a country of freedom. Vhen the BBC olsimed
that "listening in to foreign radioc stations had been banned in Poland," it is asserted
that everybody in Warsaw laughed, becsuse they knew this to be untrue. "As & matter
of fact, the papers even published in Polish the progrem previews of the BBC and the
Volce of america.” Rikolajezyk's articles in the JOURNAL AMERICAN, broadcast by the
Voice of America, are dismissed as not w H

'V.e do not intend to argue with iir. Mikolajezyk. As far as hi Trustvortiiness 1s
concerned, it is encugh to read what some american, British} and even some reactionsry
# 3 1 - =

Polish papers in London wrote sbout this cuestion in AL

{Versew, in Polish, 13 February 1948)

In the available monitored material, there ig little said sbout the Voice of Ameries
with reference to Rumenia; and slmost nothing with reference to Yugoslsvia or albanis,
apart from a denisl of a reported Voice of America cleim that Yugoslev and albanien
help 18 being given to what Moscow calls the Greek "fighters for freedom." There is,
hovever, one broadoast in which Mecek and Gavrilovic are ranked with "Gemeto® (G.ui.
Dimitrov) end Nagy as a quartet of U.S.-sponsored treitors:

: HT
CPYRGHT CPYRG
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"On July 3, 1947, the new cuartet made their debut on Radio New York in a special
broedcast to Hungary. The members of this quartet were kacek, Gavrilovic,
Cemato and Nagy-~treitors to their motherlend. ,

CPYRGHT

¥Nhen they talk about the United States of Europe, in their mind is first of all
the campaign against democracy and the independence of the peoples. ...

*In America, difficulties are made for Wellace and other progressive leeders to

. propagate their views, but traitors are allowed to speak on fadio New York. Tte
quartet, itacek, Gavrilovic, Gemeto, Nagy, judging the program by its first ,

_MMJAM?LEO. 'The cuartet of his majesty, the dollar.'!
{Moscow, in Bulgarian, 12 July 1947

B. THE SOVIET CURRENCY REFORW VAS NOT AN ECONOMIC CRISIS

The one event which has called forth the largest amount of monitored Soviet redic
reaction to Voice of America has been the latter's hendling of the Soviet "currency
refora® instituted in December 1947. In general, ebstract economic discussion was
avolded; the whole tone of the discussion was, rather, that. the Voice of America

made & colossal end transparent blunder, since, as 2ll Soviet citizens knew, the refor:
ves a great echievement and meant an immediate increase in the living standard of the

pecple. | CPYRGHT
1. L rd" t & Rise in Prices: The predictions of a forthcoming "economic
crisis® before the event were ridiculed: CPYRGHT

"On December 3 thre New York trensmitier, called the 'Voice ol Ahmerica' although |
it would be far better to call it the 'Vociferations of American Reactionaries,'
broadeast in 23 languagee s sensational news bulletin. It was about the forth-
coming rise in prives in the Soviet Union. The so-called free Americen press
immediately seized upon this canard. On the following day, morning and afternoon
papers in New York, Washington, Chicago, and other cities commented on vhat they
called the news received from a reliable source about new restrictions for the
Soviet populetion. ’ )

"'i'a.lking ﬂrat about & rise in prices, the Americans then announced that an
econoric crisis was imminent in the USER. ... Senator Lucus spoke about the
tpossibility' of a complete disintegration of Soviet economy. .

"On December 1/ there came & piece of news which was distinetly disagreeable——
monetary reform and the abolition of the rationing system in the USER. This
proved that the honorsble senators had dropped an ewful brick end made a grievous

misteolke be L can therefore be congidered as a bleck dey for U.C.
propegands.”| (Moscow, in French, 22 December 1947) :

2. R Teges and Smell Sevings Viere Safegusrded: The impression was given that

practically no one in the Soviet Union lost anything es a result of the change. Vorkers’ .

vages and collective farmers' incomes will be "paid out at the same rates in new

money," small bondholders will be fully compensated, and zll bondholders will be
compensated "soon™:

Decen

“The Volce of Americe pretends that the Soviet Government's declsion will result
in a fall in reel wages and in the standard of life of the Soviet people. To
create this impression smong its hearers it ignores the main thing—that the
wages and incomes of collective farmers from State deliveries, us vell as...
other sources of income from work, are not affected by the reform and will be
paid out at the same retee in new money.... o

nag for the U.S5. radio station's claim that the decree of the iinisters® Council
does not take into consideration the intereste of those with small savings, this
is only the usual kind of misinformation intended for the gullible. The decisicn
of the Soviet Government says in bleck and white: savings deposits up to 3,000
rubles will be fully reimbursed in new money, and those from 3 to 10 thousand
yubleg at the exchange rate of 2 new rubles for 3 of the old. Thus, obvious

he Voice of americe is lying
(Moscow, in English to North

- gays anything to the contrary.
cember 1947)

america, 20 De
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3. ttempt to th lation in ameri ‘: In this context, too, ioscor

resorts to & propaganda device which is alweys available-—the counter-eccusstion thet
~3ts enemies are only trying to "divert attention® from their own defects:

"The Voice of Americs indulges in slander apparently in the hope of concesling
the fact that in the U.S. some big monopolies are draining the working people of
every nard-earned panny by pushing up prices of food asnd other consumers' goods.

"This bi.g noise made about the alleged economic ‘crisies in the ULSE wae mesnt to
: 8 egple from the far more resl threat of an
(#oscow, in French, 21 December 1947)

impending crisis in the United Stetes.

C. AMERICA IS NOT A "PARADISE" FOIADb3bT FOIAb3b1

Criticiem of the United States ranks with affirmation of satellite "democracy" and with
praise of the Soviet currency reform among the three chief subjects of monltored Soviet
end satellite broadcasts devoted to the Voice of americe. In gemersl, the criticlem
follows standard lines; various American broadeasts are sim teken as the oceesion for
criticisms which are thorouih.w familiar in other contexts b

’ « It is noted that Wallace and other "progressives" zre not
permitted to speak on the Voice of america; that the alleged hostility of the Voice of
Americe to "democracy" in genersl is a result of Tiall Street's control over the americer
Government; and that the fascist tendencies of the Volce of Americz are like thoge of
Goebbels. A broadcast by Villiam Creen is the occasion for dencuneing hin &8 &
collaborator witn capitalists and for expatieting on the exploitation of labor in the
United States, with the further assertion thet "in Green's parudise" there are not 3
million unemployed, 28 officially claimed, but 8 million. (Moscow, in Rumenian, 7
January 1943) Inflation is much stiressed; economic inequelity ie described; military
influence on government is discussed; snd Viellace's strength end popularity are sdvertised.

1. No Truz Democracys The most prominent single eriticism, in the avsilable maeterisl,
is that civil rights and true democracy do not exist in the United States. For example,
one long broadcast, purporting to be a letter written by a Soviet radio listener vhe
expresses disappointment over the acguittal of lynchers end discusses at length the
problem of racial bigotry in the Uaited States, is introduced as follows: CPYRGHT

- "Last Thursdsy when 1 tuned in to the Voice of America I leerned of the acquittal
of the lynchers of an American Negro. The report was brief and without comment.
1 would possibly not have been so surprised had I not heard the saeme Voice of

brought to trial.” | (in English to North america, 26 May 1947

CPYRGHT
Another broadcast pursues the same theme of racial intolerznce, using Paul Robeson as
en example, and broadens out to include intolerance against all who "hold progressive

viera®s ~ CPYRGHT

"On the very day when the Soviet radio broadecsst a record of j'aul Robeson, this
great singer was forced to leave the American town of Peori, . Illinois, snd ves
forbldden to appear at a concert where he was expected by the sudience. The local
fescist organizations, which terrorize the town corporation and the representatives
of the faculty of music which originally invited Robeson, saw not only that the
concert was banned but that a general ban was put on the public appearsnces in the
atate of an,f speaker or artist holding progressive viev‘s. ««e But to meke up for

(in Cuech &nd Slovek,

7 wey 1947) chRGHT
And, he:.ghtﬁning the cont.rast, the satellites cre described as representlng "genuine
democracy®:

[ "hemsureless cynicism end hypocrisy are required on the part of certain people,
es for instance the New York radio, to describe the U.S., as the lend of promise
of democracy, end to dare teach democracy to other countries, including Fungary,
SA0EE 1eQDLe are squeneing Along the road Of genuine OeNOCTECY.M (in HUngarien,
13 January 1948) ,

CPYRGHT
CPYRGHT
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A broadoast devoted primarily to vilifying the Voice of America as & new version of
Goebbels! type of propagenda makes & similar attempt to heighten the contrast by
deseribing e radically different state of affairs ir the Soviet Union. Disarming the
counter-accusation that the Moscow radio is ac completely "socisliet" ss the New York
radio is completely "capitalist," it edvances the familiar ergument that in the land
of socialism there simply are no "cepitalists®™ to "pey lavishly for lies" es they do
in the United States.

"Some people accuse us Soviet people of being exceseively semsitive to untrue
reports. But the crux of the matter ie that in the clesn zir of our Soviet
country there is no roon for celumnies and mendacioues sensations. Ve are choosy
only because we are decent. Soviet information 1s objectlve becsuse it hes nothirg
to conceal. In our country there are no monopolist groups vhich pay lavishly for
lies. Soviet radio commentators and journalists simply express the views of the
Soviet people; but beyond the frontiers of the USSR there are people who get very
oross vith the Soviet radio becsuse, for instance, no followers of capitelism ever
AN P e 33 3 Y - B IOV O 10 D] BHSL—ER-—h e -—-R0 0e 2y R count thei..
2 no followvers of capitalism, just as the

it B Q

re i n it.ism itSelf.

In this deceptively simple argument, at least two points are of specizl interest frem
" the standpoint of propaganda technicue. One is the pose of objectivity. In the con-
descending, gently ironical description of those who "get very cross" with the Eoviet
radio, end in the reference to the "clean air" of the Soviet Union (vith connotations
of health and mental balance), there is a clear effort to convey the impression that
the Soviet radio does not engage in "propaganda,® as the Voice of Americe does, but is
simply sitting back and reelistically describing plain facts. This illustraies a
general characteristic of the tone of Soviet broadcasts. While there is often out-znd-
out demuncistion, there is st the same time an apparently studied effort to avoid
‘extremes of melodramatic appesl, snd to preserve the pose of & dignified, realistic
observer of outrageous facte--facts which include the vicious non-objectivity of the
aggressive capitalist enemy. In this respect there is a sharp contrast between the
tone of Moscow and, for example, the much more unrestrained emotionalism of the redio
of the ®"Greeit Democratic Army.® .

Another point to be noticed is the complex implications of the simple dichotomy,
noapitalism vs. socislism® (a dichotomy which is, however, much less frequeni in post-
war Soviet foreign broadcasts than "reection vs. democracy," or Mimperielism vs. )
democracy"). Associated with it is the characteristic implied denial of eny truée
soeialism in the west, and of anything other than socielism (or "democi'aoy")in the
present Soviet ideology. The statement that there are no Soviet "eapitalists" is

made in a context which seems to imply thet every Soviet citizem is not only a

. “gocialist," but also spontaneously subscribes to every ome of the current officiel
Soviet axioms—including the econdemnations of .. . U.S. imperielism, U.Z, "warmongering,”
the diabolicel aims of the Marshall Plan, end the reactionary eims of Blum and Bevir.

2. The "Yoice of AmericaM is Not the Voice of Americe: The sccusation thati the
American "people? do not control their alleged "Voice" is made in many forms. For
example, Congressionsl control of the purse-strings (with Congress described es,
nreactionary®) is asserteds,

wDuring the debate in the U.S. Congress on supplementary credits for ioreign
broadcasts, many Congressmen openly declered that they would not support then
unless they were given guarantees that these broadcasts would be made in o
ess to say, & reactionary spirit. They now heve -
(Moscow, in Freanch, 25 December 1947)

these guarantees.”

The "New York Radio" has been renemed by Soviet comsentators "The Voice of the Dollar,"
nThe Voice of the Inciters,® and "The Vociferations of American Reactionarles." Its
writers have been called "bourgecis hack writers® who, "when their bosses reguire i%,
are ready to prove that twice twoc makes a tallow candle." There is slso en especitlly
interesting eppeal to the interests of "the plain Americen texpayerm--beamed directly

- to the United States: . ‘

CPYRGHT
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*There!s much that's being done todey in the name of the Americen people, znd at
their expense, about which they haven't the slightest idee. For one thing, I mean
the radio propagsnda for Europe which is being conducted by people who spexx &8
representatives of the United Etates nation end are peid from the pockets of U.L.
taxpayers. .

"It goes without maying that the ordinsry farmer in Kensas, the miner in Pennsylvanis,
the shop clerk im New York, or the school teacher in Californie, has no idea vhot
is being said daily over the radio in his name, in msny different lsngusges. ...

CPYRGHT

CPYRGHT

®1f the american man on the street could see how the Voice of Americe, which is sub-
sidized from the national budget, is trying to picture his 1life to Europeans, he
would be simply enraged, I have no doubt. It appears that the ordinary americen
residing in New York City spends the Christmes holidays in the oreznge grovee of
California, and he makes the trip there by exprese train end returns by plene.

s

sed when he has to pay §5.75 for a rether poor dinner on the
forth,®| (Moscow!s "Analyzer," in English to North America, 6
Rerch 1948

D. OTHER DENIALS

In aeddition to the three major denisls discussed above, there sre s number of others,
most of which are repetitione of propagends themes that are femiliar in other ccntexts.
For example, it is denied:

That the CGT in Frence follows Communlst orders.

That Italian communista and Socialists are foreign agenis. -

That *voting for the Commnist Party would deprive the French of bread.”

That Americe is supjorting democracy in Greece.

Thet American policy in ltely is "disinterested."

Tlilat america and Britain are fc'wllowing e peace-loving policy in Trieste.

That there is slave-labor in the Soviet Union. 7

That there 1s compulsory overtime or exploitetion of labor in Soviet industry.
(Evidence: overtime occurs only "in special cases" and is paid et 1.5 or 2 times
the usual rate.) ' . :

That Soviet trade unions are not free., (Evidences recent elections in unions,
with secret ballot.)

111. SPECIFIC "LIKS" aTTRIBUTED TO THE VOICE OF ARERICA

There are only 7 instances, in the available materizl, in which "lies" are alleged to
heve been told on very specific, tengible points:

"l That Rumania's hationél Libersl Perty Did Not Teke Part in Elections:

"The New York redio declared that the opposition groups in Rumenia, including the

National Liberal Party, refused to take part in the elections. This does not co-

incide with the facts. Bejen, the leader of the Nationsl Liberal Party, which won
0 n ‘an o

CREYEN RER LR I e - BRRemu Ly e -wrmounaed _opib s A g

) DR T
h the resylts ele (ioscow, in English to North Americe, & april
1948) CPYRGHT
2. That #aniu Died in Pri Prior to Hie rial:

CPYRGHT

nFor the last few deys the broadcesting station, !Voice of the Dollar,! .hax:s in-
cessantly insulted Rumania. The great preoccupetion of the gentlemen spesking

is the present trisl of Maniu and his accomplices.... Let ue be methodicaif. end
recall faots. Before the triel began, the same stetion broadcest that ileniu hed
died from ill treatment in prison. & few days ago the news regerding assassination

CPYRGHT restRESIRICTED ' /
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Be. annsunced ey p gtation be called serious when it broadcasts such news with-
out even bothering to deny it later?? | (Bucharest, Rumanian Home Cervice, ©
November 1947)

3. st Dreins (Czechoslovak Winister of Justice) Wias wurdered: (CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

The Volce of Americm, ®in its Russian Bulletin, stated Uhat Drtina, the Natichel |
Socialist Minister of Justice, had been murdered and found in his apertment with &
emashed gkull. The Volce of Americe knows very well that thie is a stupid lie and

Drtine was not murdered, but gttem." {Moscow

NOWE

BlOVE B 18
Czech, 8 Barch 1948)

4o That in the Petkov Case Bulgaris Disputed Article 2 of the Peace Treaty: CPYRGHT

"In the declaration made by a representative of the British Foreign Office broad-
cast by BBC and the Voice of America on October 3, concerning the reply of the
Bulgarian Government to the protest note of the British Government regerding Petkov's
execution, it is asserted thet the Bulgarien Government disputed Britain's right to
take messures for securing the application of Article 2 of the Peace Treaty with
Bulgaris.

*The above-mentioned assertion is untrue because the Bulgarian Government did not
dispute in any way the application of Article 2 of the Peace Treaty, but stated that
the case of Petkov's execution does not come under the jurisdiction of this article.
Petkov was sentenced for his conspiratorial and illegal activities directed against
protection for people who are accused of such activitlies.” (Sofia, Bulgerisn Home
Service, 7 October 1947)

CPYRGHT

5. That Calas, Communist Deputy, Called on French lrcops to Rebel: CPYRGHT

"Lies are the watchword of the Voice of America. Among others, it repoitea that
Raoul Celas, Communist deputy, bad called upon French troops to rebel agalnst the
Government, while——and this is confirmed by the shorthand report of the Agsembly's

soldiers not to be murderers, and to refuse to shoot their
brothers, the strikers."| (Moscow, in French, 25 December 1947)
CPYRGHT

6. That French Strikers ¥ere Responsible for Train Disacters:

%As an incitement, the Volce of America reported thaet the railwaymen on strike were
s—bhe-—reilweymenls—official statement
1liet provocators." (Moscow, in French,

CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

25 December 1947)

7. That Soviet ¥ages Are Low (Ignoring Social Services):

*Phe glanderers of the Voice of America keep quiet sbout the fact that, in addition
to wages, workers in the USSR are receiving special (compensation) in the form of
ingurance, in the form of free medical assistance, yeerly vecations at Government
expense; that mundreds of thousands of the workers in the USSR enjoy the free
facilities of sanatoria end homes of rest; that the Soviet Government is eppropriating
huge sums of money for the purpose of health maintenance, for education, for public

h ding ngl ha canstminrtion g 8 Ngs f'q gge of building new play--
{Moscow, in Ruseian

CPYRGHT  CPYRGHT

the Soviet Far East, 25 December 1947)

IV. PROPAGANDA TECHNICUES ATTRIBUTED TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA. : . -

Moscow describes a number of propagsnda technigques as characteristic of the Voice of
America; end they are of interest if only from the standpoint of the hypothesis that they
reflect tecinicues actually used by the Soviet radio itself, A peychologist could easily
argue, on the basis of this material, that the Soviet radio is "projecting® e portreit

of ‘itself in describing its arch-opponent., For example, in addition to the standard
charges of lying, slander, hypocrisy, and subservience to the "ruling circle® in its omm
nation, the Voice of Americe is accused of: (1) ignoring or omitting significent facts,

(2) trying to divert attention from its own defects, (3) beaming different things to
different eudiences, (4) pretending to be objective, (5) stecking quotations from "biased”
news sources, (6) pretending to stand for democracy, and {7) resembling Goebbels.
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1. lgnoring Sipnificant Facts:

*In the pest these broadcasts (on the London Conference) ignored the stotemerts
meds by the delegates of the USSR and the new democratic countries. This time they
are altered, while by contrast the epeeches of British rnd U.S. delegetes vere
—landls sdvanticed and the resker and more contredictory ststements pushed into
in French, 25 December 1947)

’ CPYRGHT

in eilence the fact that millions of people Ju thc |
¢ Trumep-ftarshall trend."| (Moscow, in Hungsriar,

CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

AL £

B T arian B
Hungarisn, 19 March 1948)

K

to the slznders oI the]

2. ve t ons

CPYRGHT CPYRGHT
"This big nolse made bout the gl].eged economic Ccrifis R

impending crieis in the United States.”| (Moecow, in French, 21

3. Beanming Diffgrmt- Things to Different Audiences: CPYRGHT

["Broadcasting in Itelien it calumniates the French, and vice versa." | (loseow, in

Freuch, 25 December 1947)
CPYRGHT CPYRGHT
"all aspects of eny situation ere presented by the Volce ol Amerlcs eliiner 1i a Sueet

— a3y ar—egprenniye _oan o amiasble tone, sccording to the couniry to
vhich the broadcast is beamed.” | (Bucharest, in Rumaniam, 23 October 1947)

be be Objectives CPYRGHT

n tivity is just a cloak for tendentlious informution.” |
(Rossow, in Czech and Slovak, 9 May 1947)

‘CPYRGHT " CPYRGHT
8, osen 1o disguise Uie Trile

{ntentions of the American radio.®| (Moscow, in Czech end Slovak, 9 Junusry 1948

5. Stacking Guotations from Biased News Sources: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

Condeming Voice of americe broadcasts about the Soviet currency reform, ioscow
criticizes the choice of prese articles, particularly from Turkish and Chinese
newspapers, used for guotetion. These articles are said to have come "froan re-
actionary papers ssturated with hatred of the Soviet Union and envious of such
impressive triumphs®—articles which the Voice of america "obviously went to &
greet deal of trouble to select.® Furthermore, the Voice of aAmerica "selected
the most illiterate comment sbout the Soviet currency reform on which it could ley

i
W
L hant .mm:;:-l;ﬂm:vl'ﬂ'lilo'i":..:hlﬂvl:-ﬂl!:-‘l')(‘l‘-l')‘-f"“ilﬂ‘:ti-‘ beco;ﬂe o1

(Moscor, in

Czech and Slovek, 9 January 1948)

6. Pretending to be Democratic: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

*fihile the Voice of America speaks of freedom and democracy, the reactionary ecligue
—ofiirat g Nagldania —anasnneued po 0O oid  oxtorningtes potsble representstives
e e fighters ped (loscow, in Grecy,

7. Resembling Goebbels (i.e., Demagogic Red-Balting):

CPYRGHT
CPYRGHT
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V. RIDICULE AND ANECIOTE

Rearly all of the Soviet and satellite reactions to the Voice of America are serious .
end hesvy-handed in tone, but occasionally there have béen some attempts at chiding
ridicule. Por instance, ome broadcast jibes both at the Voice of America's handling
of the Soviet currency reform and at the stendard of living emong American college

professors: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

"Although (the nature of the currency reform is) self-evident to all who have the
leest knovledge of economics, the Voice of America took paine to ferret out a cer-
tein professor of economics at Columbia University, who pretended to have dis-
covered that it showed the existence of an economic crisis in the Soviet Union. 1%
is quite possible that in viex of the rising cost of living in the United States

" Fiom Sw—professons— s-gree—bo—anything—tha b—4e—woiced) of them, for a price.

TX Te does not cost much,' "l (in English to North
America, 20 December 1947 ‘

Another broadcast ridicules Congressmen who attempt to pass judgment on Poland after &
L] .
visit of %48 hours®: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

*Congressman Gordon, on his return to America after a 48-hour visit to Poland, most
of which he epent in bed or at dinner partles, relezsed a series of slanderous
articles pointed ageinst democratic Polsnd and her leading figures. ... The
American radio, Voice of apmerica. seid that everv y

North America, 26 November 1947)

ered by M OTgox & bx

(i Englis

_A Rumanian broadeast refers to "rubicimd end chubby imperialists® who are "shedding bitter .
] .
tears® about Rumania: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

"The proadcasting station, Voice of america, is shedding bitter tears over the fate
of children of Europe, including the children of Rumenia. Reproducing reports of
an allegedly world-famous doctor created by the inflamed imegination of Uncle Sam,
who hag become lyrical in his old age, the speaker of Voice of america takes the
liberty to make statements on the standard of life of children in Rumenis—-ttatements
which honesty and the most elementary objectivity cannot accept. 1t is noteworthy
that Volce of America is only today moved to pity for our children. Vhen years ago,
oving to the fault of past regimes—-regimes so much cherished by the masters of the
dollar world--infantile mortelity was high end children were kept in misery end
illiterscy, not a single transoceanic heert was touched. But they start shedding
tears now when our democratic regime is fighting to heal therce wounds left over
from the past. ... . )

*Therefore ‘we are not impressed by the mournfulness of Uncle Sam. Y.e understand the
teers shed by the millions of Anerican humiliated end exploited people, becsuse

BEE BaT8 are honest and ere bu a8 O and 5
(Buvharest, Rumanian Home Service, 10 December 1947)

0

no longer move us,." st,

There is ealso one long anecdote which refers to the Voice of America at only one point,

but which seems to have as one of its main purposes a denunciation of the supposedly
hypooritical character of American propagendas in general. It is also dramatic enough to
warrant extensive quotation. The title is "The Knueckle-Duster in Kid Gloves," and &
parallel is drewn between the brutality of an American industrial policemsn, who wears

white kid gloves over e steel knmuckle-duster, and the hidden brutality which lies behind

the “velvety" Volice of America. The story opens abruptly in a trade-union meeting in Berlin.

"aA grey-hsired man in a worn-out suit... was in attendance at a meeting where a
trade union delegation gave en account of their trip to Soviet Russia. ... (One
delegate seid) 'Only now have I learned what socialism and democracy really are.!
At these vords the old man jumped up. ‘Bravo, bravol! he shouted, and loud
ovations swept the hall. )

"The old German man's home waes in the district of Neukoeln. As 1 was going in the
same direction towards the American sector we walked home together and hsd a chat.
Richard Kuehler is a metal worker. He lived in America and during the var was
interned and now had returned to his country. ... He was very disturbed by

- General Clay's statement that a regime will be set up in wesiern Germeny on =n
American pattern. ...

: STRICTED CPYRGHT
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"he stopped at the corner of the Koepenicker Etrosce, where we had to pert. The
old men stopped, 14t his pipe, and while we stood, a neerby house radic bresdenst,
the velvety voice of the 'victorious's !'Ameriea is the country of freedom. There
is no place for totalitarianiem in agerica. Only in America is there democrzcy
and personel freedom.! The old metal uorker listened and suddenly spet angrily.
‘American democracy knooked my teeth out,' he said, and turned to ae tnd ehoved Lis
toothless mouth. The old men then described hov it happened. then he wes in
Chicago he took part in & strike. At the gates of the fectory the strikers
established pickets, he seid, in order to prevent blacklegs bresking up the strike.
But in America there i1s & law which prchibits the assembly of workers in front of
the factory gate. Therefore the american industrial police, those criminsls armed
from head to toe, watched o the pickets could not prevent the entry of the black-
legs into the factory. The pickets hed to valk in Indien file in = circle neer
the gates, and they must keep on the move all the time, for & momentary stop is en
invitation to mobbing. Kuehler was one of the pickets.

"He watched a group of industrial police toughs in white kid gloves, with ges bombs
hanging from their waists snd tommy @ums around their shouldere. Kuehler hezré =
lot about their brutality from his factorv friemnds. Kuehler stopped only for o
seoond and & policeman jumped at him; there wag a blow from & hend in & vhite kid
glove, snd e man was on the ground. Kuehler bloodily spat out his front teeth.

Underneati the white kid glove of the policemen there war p steel knucklenduster n |
Nikitin in 1ZVEST1a, guoted by Soviet Home Service, 26 December 1947)

V1. APPROVAL FROM FRANCE, GREECE, AND CHINA

Broedcaste from three definitely non-Soviet sources, in the avsilable monitored foreign
broadecast materisl, touch upon the Voice of America. All three zre spproving.

A Parls broedcast on 3 June regrets the end of brosdcasts releyed by American trenc-
mitters at Alglers: CPYRGHT CPYRGHT

"l.ith emotion the last broadcast of the Joice of America, relayed by the smeriesn
trensamitters at Algiers, was heurd in France last Yaturday. During this broadosst
i, Henrt Bonne ", agendg acalled e raterns role nved g ne he
' (Peris, in French to North Americs, 3 June

CPYRGHT |
Similarly, & Nanking broadcast expresses sentiments of approvel: CPYRGHT

®As the leadership of the femily of netions, the United States... is often being
annoyed by maliclous propagends and scornful libel. This being €0, the United
States has to defend herself against such a battle of nerves. 1t would be de—
plorable to project the future oatlook of the internationel relations if the
United States rere to... tolerates these... developments. 1t is reelly a wise
policy for america to realize that Secretary of Stete George C. iarshzll has
recently (urged the continuance of) the broadcasting project, the Voice of
Anerice....

"america must clearly sweep awsy all the malicious propeganda, enlightening end
- relieving the psychological state of dissension of the people of the world. ...
in the long run, we hope the world will eraduslly be diverted to the {belief that)
. elecbed th z _ » 1 (Nenking,
in English, Overseas, 31 May 1947)

And an athens broadcast expresses great appreciastion for the moral support given, by way
of the Voice of Americs, to the Greek Government in its conflict with the rebels. The
comrent occurred on 14 May 1947 end the occasion for it was a broadeest in which darshall,
Vendenberg end Benton spoke on the Greek situetion. Aafter referring to the grest velue
of "yesterday's 'Voice of America,! yesterdsy's hymn to Greece, yesterdsy's csll of

Zfree peoples to peace end freedom," the broadcast continues:

"Never hus Greece been put in her rightful place so drasticelly snd so vell, &s wae
done after yesterday's statement to Greece, mede from aver 4,000 miles avay. ...
The world's most powerful state decided, as from yesterday, to eid Greece definitely
and effectively by every means. ... The internal snd externsl enemies of Greece
must heve realized thet any attenpt to create disturbances or establish terrorism
in the sacred lend of Greece, this historic lend whose voice, as Benton ssid yestor-
day g : : 8 g0—reare—of—history, its
(athens,

ar, arcnibect,ur andtheate—-a;mf Such attamp is doomed 1o failure."
Greek Home Service, 14 May 1947)
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On the ssme duy, Premier kaximos expressed ndecpest satiefection® with the Voice
of america statements, and essured his "great friends" of "complete cooper:ttion with
the mission which will soon arrive in.Creece."

(Athens, Greek Home Service, 14 Way 1947)
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